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Abstract 
 

The evolution of the literary genre, essay, spans a long historical 

period in Arabic literature. It is believed that essay writing began to 

emerge in the early Islamic eras, but the interest in studying the 

essay significantly increased around the year 1850 AD. Against this 

backdrop, this article does not aim to review all forms of essay in 

literature; rather, it seeks to examine the origins and evolution of the 

literary essay in the Saudi Arabian literary arena. This article will be 

segmented into seven sections:  introduction, exploration of the 

concept of context, its types and significance, historical background, 

description of various essay types, examination of their technical 

characteristics, and ultimately, presentation of findings.  This 

research has collected data from relevant sources and followed the 

descriptive and analytical methods. It is expected that, through this 

article, university-level students will be able to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of the Saudi essay and its various artistic expressions. 
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